Of the S 


TATE 


OF THE 


BritisH NarION. 


CHurfoap, February 24; 1709. 


HE Gentlemen that are 
3 every hour in the Day 
calling Names, and crying 


out againft the Condué of the 4/7- 
can Company, are the moft miftakea 
of any Men in the World, in their 
Refentments at the Author of this 
Paper, and that on two Acconnts : 
(1.) Becaufe the Author, if he 
knows any thing in the World bet- 
ter than another, st is the 5 how 
with a Temper, perfe@ly eafy and 
unconcern’d, to take no notice at all 
of thofe Refentments, mor put the 
leaft Value upon any Man’s Difplea- 
fare, however Great, for which he 
has no juft Ground.(2.) Becaufe this 
calling Names and Recriminations 
are nothing at all to the Cafe in 
hand. Really, Gentlemen, this 
Caufe is to be decided like moft of 


‘the intricate Cafes of the World, 
by Reafoniag not by Clamour ; itis 
the baffled Argument, not the £rong 
Reafon thet deviates into Clamour ; 
when Arguing is not Calm, it 
isnomore Arguing, but Scolding. 

Pray, Gentlemen, will you tell us, 
what is this to the preferving she. 
Trade to Africa? ——If the whole 
Bofinefs of both was but to expofe 
one another,and fee whofe Backfides 
are blackeft; what would the Houfe 
of Commons have to do in the Cafe, 
troly nothing but this ?————__ 

To fettle an Exclufive Company.if 
it were only to have it be exclofive 
of fuch People, whofe ankward Polie 
ticks have ruin’d it already: This 
feems natoral to the Trade, but 
much more natural to the Contefts 
between the Parties. 

: When 
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_-atid allthe lower Tyre.of Guns, I 


me 


- When therefore all the Particu- 
lars are ripp’d up on either fide, 


mean Ill Language, are fir’d off, 


the Cafe is but juft where you be- 


n—7—It is no matter, who is. or 
ae blameable in Things paft: 


~ But et us fee who is or is not qua- 


lifyed: to fecure che Trade for the 
Time to come. aS) 
Since my laft, { met-with fome 


- People that vet objec againft the 


Article of the Joynt-Stock, _be- 
caufe, fay they, al] Exclufive Com- 


panies are Arbitrary and Tyranni-. 


cal, and are uofufferable Grievan- 
ces in Trade, mere Monopolies 
and depriving free Subjects of their 

Perhaps thefe People expected 
me to enter bere into a tedious Ar- 
gument, to prove the Right of Ex- 
clufive Trade 5 but I thall obferve 
she Rule my felf, which.I prefcribe 
to others, wz. Not to fpend the 
Time to no Purpofe- I may 
grant all.youfay in that Cafe, for 
Argument fake,. tho Ido not really 
allow-it, yet if this Trade. is ne- 
ceflary to be carried on and pre- 
ferv’d, and canaot be preferv'd 
but in an Exclufive Trade: Theo 
you muft take it with all its Tyran- 
ny and Arbitrary Circumftances, 
for the Trade muft not be loft—. 
And it will remain only to fee, 
whether an Exclufive Company may 
not be fo eftablifh’d, as to have all 
theirTyrannick and Arbitrary Pow- 
er limited and taken away : Andof 
this I fhall fpeak by it felf. 

For it is a Maxim in Theo- 
logy, That Reftraint- from Ul 3s 
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’tis Tyranny to make a Lawtopre- 
ferve my Life, and | may complain 
of Bondage, that I cannot have the 
liberty to hang my felf, without 
forfeiting my Eftate to the Queen: — 


There‘is no queftion, but the Ty- 
ranny of all Company’s may be 
Reftrain’d by Laws and Limitations: 
And to fay, we muft have no Ex- 
clufive Companies, becaufe Exclu- 
five Companies have Tyrannizd and 
acted Illegally ; is to fay, That bee. 
caufe Drunkards by excefs lofe their 
Reafon, and ou a Chance or hafty 
Shower drown in.a Puddle, that 
therefore we mult have no Rain. 

1 might fead the Critical Enqui- 
rer into this Part, to the Plaatati- 
on-Merchants; and when we are 
enquiring who -are beft quallify’d 
to fupport the Trade, let them 
ask Pray, Gentlemen Plan- 
ters, who is it gives you Credit for 
Negroes in the Colonies, who fap- 
plies you with Slaves, and takes it 
out of the next Crop, or perhaps 
the fecond or third ? Who leavesa 
Stock in the Colonies, and aflifts 
the Planters to carry on their Ba- 
finefs ? Is it the feparate Traders, 
or is it a Company ? Let them ask 
the Prefenat Company to thow 
their Books,and feeif they, tho’ with 
a cripled Stock and a decayed Cre-. 
dit, have not had 150cool. ata 
time owing them in the Colonies 
for Negroes, and what may not the 
Advantage to the Colonies be, 

when 
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Rivalling one another in Buying, fo 
they arein Selling, to take the Head 
of the Market, and ucder-fell for 
Prompt Payment. 

_And bere | cannot but note, and 
I believe my-Ovfervation is very 


— Juit, That it isnot only the-Con- 
~ tention between the feparate Tra- 


ders and the Company, but be- 
tween the {cparate Traders aad 
themfelves, their vying aud ftrug- 
gling one with another, and 
pufhing to difpatch one before ano 
ther: This has made them fell to 


 Lofs, buy Extravagantly, and 
expos’d their Folly fo much, that 
even the very Negroes of <Africh 


have learn’d to Play upon them, 
and make a Market of’ their Ne- 
ceffity. 

Nothing can prevent all thefe 
Confufions of Commerce, but a 
uniform Dealing, limited trom im- 
pofing upon the Traders, either 
Abroad or at Home,, aad effectually 
proteaed from the. Invafious of 
Clandeftine Trade; to fay this can- 
not be done, is to Reproach the 


<2 eed = 
- : [571 J 
_ When a Company. fhall be eftablifh'd 
_ With a Flufh Stock, and the Trade 
__ be four times as great as it has been 
for thefeten Years paft, while the 
_ feparate Traders neither do, or ever 
- Gid,can, or ever could give apy 
 fuch Credit ; but as they are ever 
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Parliament, and fay, they know 


not how to make Laws, or the Go- 
Veroment, that they know not how 


to execute them. 


Let a Company have but an Bx- 


clufive Authority, and that Autho- 
riey kept Sacred: and fupported 
—— Tye them Hand and Foot 
from monopolizing or impofing on 
any Body; feta Price upon their 
Ivory here, their Negroes theres 
hay, upon their very Gold ; Fetter 
up their Tyrannick Inclinations as 
mach as you pleafe, they ought to 
fubmit to it. ’Tisa freedom to 
manage the Trade for the General 
Good, not a freedom to infule 
Trade, aad impofe upon the World, 
that | am fpeaking of ; but never 
let us fright the Town with Chy- 
meras: Tell them they will be 
Tyrants, and therefore fhall not 
be aCompany 3; iike the Old Wo- 
man, that whip’d her Boy before 
hand, becaufe fhe faid he would go 


to the Fair, tho’ the Child offered~ 


to be lock’d upin the Houfe that 
he could not go ———— | _ may in 


the Procefs of this Story, proceed ~ 


to lay down the Scheme of a Com- 
pany, -for the carrying on this 


Trade, with fach Limitations and 


Reftri@ions, as 1 am perfwaded 
would an{wer all thefe Suggeftions : 
But of thatinits order. © : 


~ 


Of General Naturalization. 


HO’ |{ am very full of tne Cale above, 

I mean the Trade to Africa, yet I 

could not Difpen(e wich theN vefhty Ichirk 
there is, co fpeak one Word to aacther 
Cale, viz. Or encouraging Fo.eigoers to 
plant and fettle among us, wich ch-1r Fami- 
lies — Aad thisis occalion d vy a furpritiag 
Oppolition, I findi, prepared of preparing 


to one uf the bet: Bills, in my Opinion, that 
has been brought into the Parliament this 
Seflions, viz. the Naturalization of Foreign 
Protestants, 

I will not fay that any Bill that can be 
propofed for a General Good, canbe fo cal- 
culated, asto intertare with no private In- 
treft 5 but I would be glad to hear fome of 

the 
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are founded upon the PublickAdvantage of 
Brigain, Nationally Confider’d —And muft 
we for ever be purfuing private Aims, an 
feparate Intreft, and negle& the, Body 
in the geofs? Will not the general Diftem- 
per afte the Particulars in the end of 
things ? How hard is it to get Mankind tq 
take their their Eyes off from the Immediate 
and neareft Odjeét, and remove them to 
fome. Things remote that are equally mo- 
mentous? — This is like an Jgnie fatuus, 
which tyes the Eye down, and keeps it fo 
Intent upon the eee Cheat, that the 
unwary Feet purfue Deftru€tion, and the 
Deluded Wretch falls down a Precipice. 
But’tis ia vain to exclaim at the blind- 


_nefsof Mankind, the Bufinefs is, if poffible 


to open their Eyes: In Qrder to which, I 


_ “would ask a few general Queftions, and if 


poffible they fhall be fuch, as fhall Com- 
mand an Affirmative from Every common 
Underftanding. | 


1- Is the Number of Inhabitants, the 
Wealth, the Strength, and.the Glory of a 
Nation, or is. it not? 

2. Does Britain labour at this time under 
a manifeft Decreafe and a want of People, 
or does it not? : 

3. Has a 20 Years War, almoft a fecond 
Re-peopling of JreJand, after the late De- 
population, and the conftant tranfplanting 
of People to our large and encreaing Co- 
lonies, carryed away a very great number 
of our People, or have they not ? 

4. Were we firft made Rich by being 
tmade Populous, or were we not ? 


s. Does not our Wealth decline, asour 


number of Peaple déclire, and is it not vi- 
fible in feveral Parts of the Country at this 
time ? 


Thefe Queftions, tho’ they admit of no 
Negative, at leaft I think fo 3 yet I own 
they admit of large Comments and Ifu- 
ftrations, and I fhallendeavour to give them 
their due, as I come to them in order, 
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ask you another Queftion? ——— 
you all, and whence came you al 
how long bave you been Poffeffors he 
And above all, how honefily did your Fa- — 
thers come by their Pofleffions here ? Are 
we not all Sons of. Thieves and Robbers? 
Nay worfe, of Trayters? That came hither — 
to help an honeft opprefs'd People and — 
inftéad of helping them. devoured them, 
and now we are for letting no Body fhare — 
with us but ourfelves; Thisisvery hard. 

Again, next to the Juftice of it, Pray: 
where is the Wit of it? ——-— How came 
we to be Rich and Oppulent, was it the 
mere Goodnefs of the Soil? Not at alls In 
fpight of the Goodnefs of the Soil, We 
were a poor miferable enflav’d and Laird> 
ridden People, as they are in fome Parts to 
this Day, with our Vaflalage and Villenage, 
our Wardthips, Knights-Services, and E- 
gyptian Tenures ; when the Commons 
went dangling after their Landlords, like 
Hounds atter the Huntfman, and the Te- 
nant held the Stirrup to the Squire, the 
Squire was but Sword-bearer to the Knight, 
the Knight again earryed the Colours for 
the Baron: And thus the Lord-dane, indeed 
well calledthe LURDEN, was the great 
Idol of the Country ; and whence came 
our Liberty ? You may talk of our Ance- 
ftors fighting for it, andfo they did ; the 
Tyrant Barons againft the Tyrant Kings$ 
but who deliver’d us from the Tyrant Ba- 
rons, whofe Bondage was worfe than that 
of “Kingt, and under which Bondage, a 
large Part of Britain now groans, and calls _ 
to us to fet her free-~—— Iay, it was thus : 
The Eucreafe of Foreigners flocking in to 
us from Abroad : Thefe encreas'd Trade, 
Trade encreas’d Wealth, and Wealch 
bought us Liberty: And thus we owe our 
Preient Greatnels to that very Thiog, which 
~ wife Heads of this Age pretend to op- 
pofe. 


I hall bemtore. Particular id my next. 
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